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Working together, towards a shared goal
Initial landscape
• CVD is the biggest killer in SVK: 1 in 6 patients after 

ACS die within the first year after discharge

• Lack of structured transitional care

• No regular CV rehabilitation or secondary prevention 
programs 

• Need of standardization of post-ACS management and 
comprehensive risk factor control

Project IMPAKS
• Pilot programme evaluating the effect of an 

intensified, standardized outpatient management 
within the secondary prevention, during the first 
year following discharge after STEMI

• Created and led by Slovak Cardiology Society 
and supported by Novartis

• Based on a memorandum signed with Slovak 
Cardiology Society, MOH, Novartis and patient 
organization Union for a Healthier Heart

• 1000+ patients, 4 centres
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Key learnings? Purpose-led collaboration is key

Results? Strong preliminary results regarding key risk factor management from the first to the last visit, specifically LDL-C, 
blood pressure, ejection fraction and smoking cessation – results expected at European Society of Cardiology Munich 2026

Ministry of Health Slovak Cardiology Society HIC Dôvera Union for a Healthier Heart Novartis


