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PRINCIPLE OF

THE TRIPLE

HELIX

The triple helix model of an

innovation-driven society
describes the interactions
between academia
(research institutions and
universities), the business
sector (including industry),
and government to foster
economic and social
development. Interaction
between these three
entities might lead to

new hybrid organizations
that blend their strengths:
fundamental research,
production of goods, and
regulatory expertise.

A notable example is
Lithuania’s GovTech Lab,
which has demonstrated
its value by developing
Al-based software for law
enforcement, contributing
to measurable reductions
in crime in parts of the
country.

Traditionally, there is
distrust between the
pillars of the model.
Scientists often suspect
that industry seeks to
profit from their work.
Industry leaders complain
that academic research
moves too slowly and
does not always produce
practical solutions. And
hardly anybody trusts

the government. Building
trust, therefore, is the
most critical step toward
an innovative society
based on the triple

helix model. Yet trust
must extend beyond
institutions themselves:
society at large must have
confidence in them as well.

Last year, the OECD
published survey

results on public trust

in government across

30 countries, including
Slovakia. According to
the final report, 39% of
residents across the
OECD rated their trust

in government as high
or moderately high.
Conversely, 44% of
respondents have low or
no trust in their country’s
government. In Slovakia,
this difference is even
more pronounced, with
the gap between trust
and distrust widening. The
level of high or medium
trust in the government
in Slovakia is 31%, while
as many as 51% of the
population expressed low
or no trust.
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Building trust,
therefore,
1s the most
critical step
toward an
Innovative
society based
on the triple
helix model.

| would like to highlight
that the Slovak Academy
of Sciences, which | have
the honor of leading

for the next few years,

has been at the top of
institutional credibility
surveys for the past
decade. It is extremely
important for us to know
how the public perceives
us. My ambition for the
coming period is to
strengthen this brand even
further and to deepen
society’s trust in the Slovak
Academy of Sciences and,
more generally, in science
and research.

In conclusion, | would like
to emphasize that one

of the possibilities how

to apply the principle

of the triple helix is
collaboration in training of
highly qualified personnel,
i.e., people who will be
driving the economy in
the near future. Slovakia’s
nuclear industry is an
ideal starting point: it
enjoys strong government
support and is crucial to
the national economy,
yet it faces a shortage

of skilled workers. The
industry is lacking
personnel and academia
can be instrumental in the
training of young people,
but it requires committed
support from both
government and industry.

MARTIN VENHART

President of the Slovak Academy

of Sciences

Nuclear physicist Mgr.
Martin Venhart, DrSc.
studies the shapes of
atomic nuclei, seeking
to explain long-standing
muysteries of nuclear
deformation. In 2021,
his team identified key
missing data on very
low-energy transitions,
advancing both
nuclear physics and
potential applications in
nuclear medicine. This
breakthrough earned
his ERC Advanced

Grant proposal, Multiple
Shapes in Atomic Nuclei,
a top grade A and
recommendation for
funding. Venhart has
collaborated with leading
institutions, including the
University of Jyvaskyla
in Finland and CERN, and
now serves as President
of the Slovak Academy
of Sciences, continuing
to promote cutting-edge
research and international
cooperation.
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